
 

 Print this Page

March 5, 2012 

Whispers 3-5-12 

Council approves bag ban . . . In the wee, late hours last Friday – about the time the 
bars closed – Council members approved the long-debated ban on the use of most 
paper and plastic bags in retail stores in the city. The ban goes into effect in March 
2013, and the city plans a $2 million education program to get consumers ready for the 
change. With a few exceptions, stores will only be able to offer reusable bags made of 
cloth, durable materials or thicker paper and plastic bags with handles. The ordinance 
has been a priority for Mayor Lee Leffingwell, as well as a numbers of environmental 
groups. There was major opposition from the Texas Retailers Association, which 
complained that the ban would be a burden on their members and their customers. 
There was also a last-minute push by Texas Disposal Systems to preserve the bags 
and emphasize recycling, but it got no traction with the Council. (See In Fact Daily, 
March 1, 2012)  Austin is the first major city in Texas to pass such a ban and one of only 
a handful across the county. Due to other matters on the agenda, the Council didn’t 
even take up the issue until after 11pm.  After about a dozen or so comments, Council 
members unanimously voted it in . . .  Water Utility employee dies . . . The Austin 
Water Utility reports that one of its employees died Friday in an accident while on a 
construction project. The employee was identified as Timothy Louviere, a 22-year 
veteran with the utility company. He worked as a senior pipeline technician. Workers 
were working near Barton Hills Drive and Farnswood Circle upgrading service lines in 
the area. During the work, the employee was fatally injured. Emergency crews were 
immediately called to the scene and were unable to revive him . . . Leslie moved to 
hospice . . .  One of Austin best-known characters, Leslie Cochran, has been moved 
to hospice care recently. His friend, community activist Debbie Russell, gave us an 
update: “This past Friday afternoon, after consulting with Hospice Austin, St. David's 
South transported Leslie by ambulance to a local area hospice. Leslie remains in 
"critical condition" and is receiving "comfort care." Since his remarkable awakening from 
semi-consciousness last Wednesday, he remains conscious other than a lot of sleeping. 
He is responsive when he is awake....giving us another "thumbs up" Saturday evening, 
approving of his new location. The level of care at this hospice is beyond compare. 
Consciousness, however, is not a sign of improvement in his overall health. He has 
challenges beyond his brain injuries, and Leslie is making his own choices right now 
about his future.”  For those who may not know Leslie, he is a flamboyant, cross-
dressing personality who as a homeless man graced Austin’s downtown and Sixth 
Street area with his outrageous antics. He has been in ill health in recent months. For 
more information about Leslie, go to http://loveforleslie.wordpress.com/ . . . .  
Appointments . . . Richard MacKinnon (Tovo), and Joah Spearman (Cole) were 
named to the Downtown Commission; Laura Koenig (Leffingwell) to the Early 
Childhood Council; Peter Einhorn (Riley) to the Ethics Review Commission; and, 
Chuck Bailey and Carl Richie, Jr. (Leffingwell) to the Austin Housing Authority. . . 
 Meetings . . . The Public Safety Commission meets at 4pm in the Boards and 
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